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I.—Fore1en Porirics. 


A CORRESPONDENT, writing in the Aabiul Mateen (Calcutta) of the 9th 
April, says that some days ago a Christian mis- 
Christian propegandiem in Per- sionary of Australia founded a school for the 
i teaching of the Persian youths in Kurman. Some 
youths are already receiving education in that school. The missionary in 
question has begun to preach Christianity in the town. Every Sunday 
a number of beggars and shameless people attend the house of prayer. — The 
preacher, not satisfied with this, has begun to distribute copies of a Christian 
tract which militates against Islam. But for the wise advice of the alims of 
Kurman, the public would have interfered with the doings of this missionary. 
He has been forbidden to preach Christianity in Persia in future, It is heard 
that he is now carrying on his preaching at another village, where he was about 
to receive a sound thrashing. The preaching of the missionary may create 
troubles. in Persia. ‘The Persians, therefore, ought to put a stop to the 
roceedings of the Christian missionary before matters are carried too far. 
he boys should not be sent to his schsol, for if they are sent, then the fruit 
which they will reap will not be good. The missionary should be forbidden to 
reach the Gospel in Persia, and if he persisis in preaching it, he will do so at 
his own risk. ; 


2. A correspondent of the same paper says that there is no uniformity 


in the standard weights of Persia. The local trade, 

Want of uniform weights and therefore, is greatly suffering. The Pursian Gov- 

copra restora ernment ought to facilitate the trade of Persia by 

introducing « uniform system of weights and measures throughout the 
kingdom. 

8. The game paper is sorry to learn that plague cases have been 

| detected at Aden and in Austria. It is a matter 

. a preventive measures In for gratification that, owing to the strict measures 

_ alcpted by the Persian authorities against all 

foreign arrivals, the plague has not up to the present moment got a focthold 
in Persia 

4. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta| of the 9th April says that General 

hi tes Gack Jini Joubert. who was like the head of the Boers, is no 


more, and Cronje, who was their right hand, has 
been sent to St. Helena. The Boers are now like a veuomless serpent. It must 


be admitted that Joutert was a great General. Even the English people are 
praising his heroism, nnd General White has spoken in high terms of his 
tuctice and skill. The Lioncer says that Joubert can take his place in the 
front rank of modern Generals. A telegram of consolation has been sent by 
the Queen to tho widow of General Joubert. The English prisoners in 
Pretoria sent garlands to his grave. 

5. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 16th April has the following :— 


) | A correspondent of the Statesman advises the 
ae of annexing the British Government to annex the Transvaal 


ee Republic, and thereby establish peace and tran- 
quillity in South Africa, The correspondent of the Statesman ought to be 
appointed Governor of South Africa as a reward for his wise advice. 


6. The Hablul Mateen | Calcutta} of the 16th April says that, according 
ere epee to the Austrian Press, the movements of the Russian 
tanfronticr. SS sSSps on the frontiers of Turkistan mean a great 
political revolution. Kussia does not intend to 

invade Afghanistan. Under her present treaty with France she is bound to 
invade India when France, after the Paris Exhibition, will declare a war 


with England, Russia is making preparations to invade India when the right 
tlme comes. ’ 


7. The same paper says that the German Press is advising England 


to bring the Boer war to a peaceful terminati 
ion 
The German Press onthe Boer by declaring the independence of the Tiieeaal 


{ The European 
Boer Republics which are fighting 
t be compelled to make peace, 


war. 


and the Orange Free State. 
Powers will not allow England to annex the 


for their independence, and she might at las 
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8. A correspondent, writing in the same paper, says that in ares 
Persia is very much larger than many European 
The German Embassy in Persia ¢oyntries ; but the officers of foreign Governments 
and the Hablul Matesn news ationed in Persia exercise much greater power 
i than what even a suzerain power exercises over 
its vassals. The German Ambassador, like other Germans, is a very good 
and respectable man. But what has been published in the Hablul Mateen 
against the German Embassy is quite correct, and more can be said against 
the Embassy. But the German Ambassador had nothing to do with the case: 
the cause of the mischief was those Persians who owed their bread to the bounty 
of the German Embassy. They alleged that their objectionable conduct was 
owing to hint received from the German Ambassador, and in his name the 
broke the heads of their own countrymen. The German Ambassador himself 
had no knowledge of the doings of his Persian subordinates, It is true that 
it is through their Persian employés that the foreign Ambassadors ill-treat the 
Persian people. It is because the Persians sre degenerated, demoralized, 
unpatriotic and irreligious that they receive ill-treatment at the hands of the 
foreigners. In fact, every one loves his own Government and his ruler, 
but when there is no Government to protect him he, in time of need, must, asa 
matter of course, go to a foreigner who can, by systematic means, protect him 
from oppression, and this leads him to look even upon a foreigner as his own 
countryman. The foreigner, actuated by selfish motives, sometimes does some- 
thing which he had no right to do, Let us ask which of the two was guilty, 
the German Ambassador or the Persians themselves ? 

When the Hablul Mateen (Nos. V and VI) was read in Teheran, some 
selfish men of that place, who were at the root of the scandal in question, 
went to the German Ambassader, perhaps with the view of securing the 
proscription of the paper, Hablui Mateen, in Persia, and also the dismissal of 
some Persian officials. 


The following dialogue ensued between one of these men and the 
German Ambassador :— 


The Perstan.—Good morning! [am one of your most obedient servants, 
and will always remain so. 

Ambassador.—Well, I am quite satisfied with you. There is no doubt 
about your obedience. But what do you want? | 

The Persian.—With great difficulty I have raised the German Embassy to 
such a high position that the Persian Government respects it, and its position 
will, in a ng short time, be equal to that of Russia and England. Up to the 
present, we did everything according to our own sweet will, without meeting 
with any obstacle. But the Hablul Mateen, which is trying to weaken foreign 
supremacy in Persia, is writing against German supremacy in this kingdom. 

Ambassador,— Where is the Hablul Mateen published, and in what language ? 

The Persian.—It is published at Calcutta and in Persian. 

Ambassador.—W ith what subjects does it deal ? 


The Persian.—It is a national paper, and deals with current Persian 
olitics. 


Ambassador.— Who is its editor, what nation does he belong to, and what 
kind of man is he? 


The Perstan.—He is a Persian, and one of the Alims of Persia. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


9. The Chinsura Vartavaha (Chinsura] of the 8th April complains that 


The cow sober webibiins Haid. the Deputy Inspector-General of Police has recently 


constables and Writ:r-constables ordered that Head-constables and Writer Constables 
om a ari , t - e be . 
ievdhl Weta in the Sub-inspec- should no longer be permitted to appear in the 


_ Police Sub-Inspectorship examination. This means 
that these subordinate police officers will lose all prospects of promotion. There 


are Head-constables and Writer Constables who possess much larger experience 
of police work than is possessed by the raw Sub-Inspectors, whose only qualifica- 
tion 1s that they have passed-a compotitive examination. With the influx of the 
new Sub-Inspectors, dacvity is increasing, the new men being quite incapable of 
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tracing dacoities. The authorities should not discourage 


their able and faithful 
servants in this way. They should permit them to appear in the Police Sub- 
Inspectorship. examination, and should also make it a rule that Head and 
Writer-constables who pass the examination should be given preference in 
making appointments to the police service, Si 
10. The Hablui Mateen | Calcutta] of the 9th April is sorry to learn that the 
“a. . People of Kolar in Rawalpindi have petitioned the 
sind. Kolar Police in Rawal- suthorities against the oppression committed by the 
local police. They state in the gor that the 
police, instead of looking after the security of their lives and property, have 
become a source of mischief and oppression. The police have become so 
oppressive that it has become very difficult for the residents to live in the place. 
he police threaten to oppress the people, and instead of detecting thefts, 
they have themselves taken to stealing. It has been heard that in a murder case 
a policeman of that place has been caught red-handed. It is to be hoped 
that the authorities will institute an inquiry into the matter and inflict due 
punishment upon the culprit. 
11. The Medini Bandhav {[Midnapore] of the 11th April complains that 
aii aa ‘lace in 10erate at which the chaukidari tax is levied in 
the Ssdunpere ‘strict. Sté«éK likapore, a village in the Ghatal subdivision of 
the Midnapore district, is too high. The village 
ople are very poor, and they cannot pay Re, 1-4 per year per house as chauki- 
ar1 tax. They twice petitioned the Subdivisional Officer praying that the 
rate of taxation might be reduced, or. that, at any rate, the village might be 
included in the jurisdiction of another village chaukidar. 
12. A correspondent of the Rangpur Dikprakash | Kakina, Rangpur | of the 


ini prema 12th April says that on the 6th March last a darin 

dentin the Bacgunrdistice» dacoity was committed in the house of Bhutu Dala 
ee of Barabari, within the jurisdiction of the Panga 
police station in the Rangpur district. Many inmates of the house were 


wounded, and a woman in particular was so badly injured that her life was 
despaired of. One of the dacoits also received some injuries. As the Sub- 
Inspector and the Head-constable failed to trace the culprits, the investigation 
has been taken up by the Inspector, but has yielded no result as yet. 

There has been a recrudescence of theft in the place for a long time, but 
the badmishes have now grown bolder and taken to committing docoity. A 
large number of thefts have been committed within the last two years, but not 
in one case has the police succeeded in bringing the offenders to justice. The 
people are, therefore, loath to give information to the police. Here isa list of 
the persons in whose houses these thefts have been committed :— 


SINGIMARI. 
Bhubaneswar Chakravarti, Panchanan Chakravarti. 


CHHINAI. 


Nada Bajari, Bhadar Bajari, Batal Bajari, Raj Chandra Get, Syam Sundar 
Bairagi, Bhabani Bhaduri. — 


BAIDYER BAZAR. 


Pacha Thakur. 
DEVALAYA. 
Madan Thakur, Kirti Chandra Adhikari, Tarini Chandra Acharyya. 
PANGA. 


Rajbatt—_Syama Charan Chaudhuri, Umesh Chandra Ghosh, Kholakata 


Das, Sukdev Misra, Indra Mohan Sarma, lati-ud-din, Baburam Dhopa, Nil 
Kamal Dhopa., : 


A theft was also lately committed one day a little after nightfall in the 


house of an amla of the zamindar of Panapukur. This case also remains 
untraced. 


13. The Sikshak Suhrid Doses) of the 12th April complains of 


tty thefts 
in Neha ehe : 


ur, Govindadharal, and some other villages 
Petty thefts in some villages in 


oon within the jurisdiction of the Jhalkatithana in 
ee the Backergunge district, The thieves have become 
very daring. The village chaukidars are always conspicuous by their absence, 
and the village people are in great insecurity. | 
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14. Acorreepondent complains in the Httavad: | Calcutta] of the 13th 
April of the ravages committed by a in Bajra- 

A bear in a village inthe Daces jogini, a village in the Dacca district. The bear 
— hes mauled about six or seven people. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


15. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 

' 11th _ publishes the following letter from a re- 

The Deputy Magistrate of snectable correspondent in Katwa in the Burdwan 
— istrict :— 

‘On the 26th March last, the case of Raghu Nath Sadhu, under Act 

V, was being tried before Babu Ganendra Nath Pal, Deputy Magistrate of 

Katwa. A Brahman gentleman, named Nityananda Goswami, was being ex- 

amined on behalf of the defence, when the Deputy Magistrate abused the witness 

by saying, ‘Youare a Hari (a low caste man).’ The Court Sub-Inspector 


thereupon commenced addressing the witness as ‘ge’. Babu Ram Krishna 


Adhikari, a leading mukhtar of the place, mildly remonstrated with the Court 
Sub-Inspector for addressing a gentleman so ee But this enraged 
the Deputy Magistrate, who ordered the mukhtar to leave the Court. The 
mukhtar was going to leave the room, but he was ordered to go into the 
dock, He was about to do so, when the Deputy Magistrate cried out— 


HAGA, LS] BAST ca ahs (Debi Charan, take him to hajuz). Hearing this, the 


mukhtar hastily entered the court-room and was confined there for three or 
four hours, It was after finishing his treasury work that the Deputy Magistrate 
returned to Court, had the mukhtar brought before him, and told him to 
apologise. On the mukhtar’s refusing to apologise, the Deputy Magistrate 
lscked round to the other mukhtars, but as they said nothing, he fiued the 
mukhtar Rs, 25, and threatened to have his grudge satisfied against the other 
mukhtars. The mukbtars ceased visiting his Court from the 27th March. 
Dated the 29th March.” 

On receiving the above letter, the editor addressed tLe following letter 
to the Deputy Magistrate :— 
‘DEAR SIR, 


We have received a correspondence from a respectable party of Katwa. 
You will see that it contains serious allegations against you. On principle we 
are opposed to publish anything against an official; but, considering the quarter 
from which it comes and the nature of the allegations, we cannot pass over the 
matter. Kindly help us in disposing of this disagreeable matter in a way 
so as to give satisfaction to all parties concerned. It is needless to say that we 
ing this to you in the best of motives, and hope you will view it in the same 
ight.” ' 


To this the following reply was received from the Deputy Magistrate :— 


‘SK aTWwa: 


The 5th April, 1900. 
Dear Sr, 
Your letter of the 31st March re an occurrence in my Court, My official 


superior has called on me for a report on the subject, and I fail to see how 
you ure concerned in the matter. 


Yours faithfully, 


GANENDRA NatH Pat, 
Subdivisional Oficer.”, 


A perusal of the Deputy Magistrate’s reply will convince everybody 
that he is a rather spirited officer. He was approached in a friendly ‘spirit, 
but his reply was couched in a stern official tone. Before giving his reply he 
ought to have remembered that he is only a kala hakim and not a European 
officer, who is above rebuke and punishment. ‘Those Native Deputy Magistrates 


= |e aati. " 
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who pride themselves upon being executive officers ought to remember that 
they "ae executive fhem only in name. The high-handedness of European 
officers may be borne, but oppressions committed by native officers are unbear- 
able. Native officers possese no power of their own. All their power 18 
derived from the Europeans. Abuse of power borrowed in this way 1s un- 
bearable to the people. a es 

Though Ganendra Babu does not seek for anybody’s advice, it 1s necessa 
to inflict advice upon him. The position of the Native Deputy Magistrates 1s 
growing worse every day, and it has become necessary for them to act with 

eat caution. If Ganendra Babu goes on qaarrelling with the mukhtars, his 
conduct will bring discredit not only upon himself but upon the whole service. 
He should, therefore, act so as to consult his own interest and the interest of 
his country. It is hoped the leading residents of Katwa will bring about an 
amicable settlement. 

16. With reference to the discussion which took place in Ithe Bengal 

Council in the course of the debate on _ the 
The question of building houses bydget regarding the building of houses for 
ee Munsifs, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 12th 
April asks the Financial Secretary to the Government of Bengal to ascertain 
by enquiry, instead of simply conjecturing whether Munsifs would or would 
not be willing to pay high rents for their quarters. There are, in the writer’s 
opinion, very few Munsifs who will grudge to pay a monthly rent of Rs. 25 to 
Rs. 30 for good accommodation. 
17. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th April complains of the conduct 
sof Saiyad Ekram Ho0ssain, Assistant Settlement 
Saiyad Ekram Hossein, Assist. Officer, Dumka. One Banvihari Datta of Pari- 
praia te romenean anne ghati, a village in the Dnmka sub-division of the 
Sonthal Paganas district, has complained to the Subdivisional Officer of Dumka 
that on the 18th March last the Settlement Officer called him to his presence 
and enquired why he did not keep good rice in his shop. The complainant 
answered that he kept all sorts of rice in his shop, and the Settlement Amin, 
on whose complaint the question was based, had purchased cheap rice from his 
shop. This answer offended the Assistant Settlement Officer, and he abused 
hin: and ordered his peon to pull him by the ear. This order was carried out 
in the presence of a crowd. 

Some raiyats of Tappi Hundabai alo complain against the Assistant 
Settlement Officer. It is alleged that the Assistaut Settlement Officer pays no 
heed to the complaints of the raiyats, and does not take representations made 
by them into his consideration. If representations are pressed, or if written 
representations are made, the Assistant Settlement Officer flies into a rage, 
beats and abuses the raiyats, und orders his peons to pull them by the ear. It 
is hoped that the Settlement Officer will take these complaints into his 
pel se | 


(c)— Juiis, 


18, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th April says that, although 
the Tangail correspondent of the Jnatan Mirror 

amor ota ~=6denies that the prisoners who beat Fakir Babu 
ners 1n gall Jaul. : ° ‘ ’ 
the Deputy Magistrate, were in their turn beaten 

by the warder and other men the whole day, many respectable people of 
angail assert that the prisoners were really so beaten. If this be a fact, the 


act was an extremely cruel one, and Government ought to make an enquiry 
into the matter. 


(d@)— Education. 


19. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 6th April learns that some Hindu 
AMenid Sethees wenden te the pleaders of Chittagong have complained to Mr. 
Chittaxong Cullege and Chittagong Pedler that Babu Rajeswar Gupta, Head-master of 
Normal School. the Chittagong Normal School, and Babu Durgadas 
Datta, a Professor of the Chittagong College, are in the habit of preaching 
Brahmoism to the students and of compelling them to become Brahmos. Mr. 
Pedler has asked the complainants to submit a petition on the subject and 
has assured them of an enquiry. The Government has promised to observe 
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strict religious neutrality in its schools, and if the complaint is proved to be 
true, the persons complained against have no doubt acted wrongly and deserve 
to be punished. It should, however, be said that the Saraswati Puja was 
celebrated in the College as well as in the Normal School, and Hari Sankirtan 
is frequently heard in the College Hostel. 

20. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 11th April approves of the 


ee we new scheme of bifurcation of studies recently 

rhe bifurcation of studies inthe introduced in the Entrance schools. In civilised 
countries like Germany, all do not like to pass the 

B. A. and M. A. examinations. Most take to trade and industries. Indian 
students had not so long such an opportunity, The new scheme will no doubt 
immensely benefit them. | 

21. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th April has the following on the 

i: Veliaills A iis te bifurcation of studies in the Entrance schools :— 
a We have not yet been able to understand 
what is meant by technical education, If 
technical education means the imparting to the students, one and all, of the 
knowledge of the occupations of the potter, the blacksmith, the tanner, the 
sculptor, and the weaver, then we must say that we are opposed to this system 
of education, and that there is nothing new to be learnt or taught about these 
industries. If middle-class people take to these occupations, the lower classes, 
who have been following these callings from time immemorial, will be ruined. 
Even now most of them have to live on one meal a day, and they will have 
virtually to starve if middle class people enter into a competition with them. 
At the same time the middle class poops will not gain much by learning 
these occupations, ‘Trained and skilled labour is sure to be dear, and the 
commodities produced by it will not be cheap but dear. These commodities 
are, therefore, sure to be driven out of the market by cheap English-made articles. 
It is not education so much as want which improves arts and industries. Fift 
ears ago about three or four lakhs of weavers in Bengal used to earn their 
ivelihood by weaving. They are now ecg, miserable life. The black- 
smiths are faring worse than the weavers. cks and padlocks, shovels and 
axes, pins and needles, even domestic utensils made of iron are ‘all bein 
imported from Europe. During the Musalman period about ten lakhs of 
people used to earn their bread by coining money for the Government. Their 
occupation is gone. Neither the Government nor the Indian people can create 
new occupations for these people. The British Government in India is bound 
to encourage English arts and industries. 

As for the middle classes, the Brahmans of old enjoyed their brahmotiar 
lands and did not betake themselves to service. The Kshatriyas, and even the 
Brahmans, used to enter the army, and it was only the Kayasthas, who took 
service of any sort. But the Brahmuns have lost their 6rahmottars, and the imposi- 
sion of a multiplicity of taxes on land has reduced the profits of agriculture. 
The Government wants c'erks in order to carry on the administration, and a 
large number of clerks has been recruited from among the middle and lower 
classes. This has brought about a revolution in Indian society, and the mind 
of the higher as well as the lower classes has been greatly unsettled, 

The Government has at last perceived that the existing system of education 
is defective. The number of posts in the Government service is limited, and 
the Government cannot meet the increasing demand for Government appoint- 
ments. ‘This has no doubt created discontent among the educated middle 
classes, who look upon service as the sole end of their life. But the discontent 
of the educated classes will lead to nothing worse than wordy agitation, while 
the discontent of the lower classes is sure to lead to riots and disturbances, and 
the proposed system of teaching the higher classes the occupations of the lower 
would be sure tocreate great discontent among the lower classes. We are, no 
doubt, against the existing system of education, and are glad that the Govern- 
ment has at last found out its defects; but we cannot approve of the steps which 
the Government is going to take to remove these defects. Even our English 
education will not be able to destroy the caste system, and caste, based on 
calling and professions, will never cease to exist. The proposed scheme of 


technical education will not, therefore, do any good to the middle classes. The 
Government will, however, do us incalculable harm if, under the excuse of 
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introducing technical education, it deals a deathblow to high education. 
Indeed, we are of opinion that the proposed scheme of technical education 1s a 
deathblow to high education. Military engineering is no longer taught in the 
Rurki Engineering College. Only mechanical engineering is taught in the 
Sibpur Engineering School. In the Arts School painting has ceased to be 
taught as a fine art. In the Arts Colleges learned and erudite Professors have 


become conspicuous by their absence. The days of Tawney and Ewbank, 
Gough and McCann, Bellett and Eliot, are gone. 


22, The Suanjivani [Calcutta | of the 12th — has the following — 

alee I'he proposed bifurcation of studies in high 
ihe proposed bifurcation of schools is sound in principle and has been dictated 
ee by good sense. But we cannot approve of the 
means by which Mr. Pedler proposes to give effect to it. Mr. Pedler is now 
the Director of Public Instruction, and possesses great influence in the Calcutta 
University. The. University had, however, rejected Mr. Pedler’s proposal. 
This piqued him, and he carried his proposal into effect with the help of the 
Government. But Mr. Pedler ought to have known that if a mother, finding 
it beyond her power to control an unruly child, calls in the help of the father 
of the child she does harm to her own authority over the child. A request 
made by the Government to the University will be equal to a mandate, and the 
University will have to comply with it. The system of High School examina- 
tion has already prejudiced the interests of the University by reducing the 
number of candidates at the Entrance examination. If the proposed practical 
branch of studies is accepted by the University as an alternative with the 
Entrance examination, very small will be the number of candidates who shall 
appear at that examination, By prevailing upon the Government to force 
the hands of the University against itself, Mr. Pedler has, therefore, insulted 
that body. Before inflicting on it such a punishment, the Director ought to 
have considered whether it deserved it, and ought to have. made one more 
effort to induce it to accept the proposal of its own free will. He might have 
maintained his own prestige and the honour of the University by at least 
having recourse to means which were adopted in the case of Mr. Griffiths, 
the late Registrar of the University, or for introducing Lee-Warner’s book 
into the University curriculum. By calling in, like a weak woman, the 
assistance of the Lieutenant-Governor in this quarrel with the University, 
Mr. Pedler has shown great weakness and inexperience. 


Though the scheme as a whole is good, there is room for small alterations 
in it in some particulars. But Government did not wait to consult public 
opinion. It held conferences with the authorities of certain schouls and gave 
its sanction to the scheme. It is doubtful if those who advised the Government 
had enough time to consider their advice carefully. Mr. Pedler, too, seems 
always to be unhappy in the selection of his advisers. When preparing his 
scheme for primary education, he selected advisers of whom none, except 
one, knew anything about that education. .And even that one~experienced 
adviser was at the time a seeker of Mr. Pedler’s favour. To win the Director’s 


favour, he supported a scheme against which he had strongly fought some other 
time. 


_ Very few high schools, with the exception of some large Government 
institutions, will be able to keep up two branches. Most pupils will want 
practical teaching, and the literary section will become empty. Most schools 


will, therefore, maintain only the practical branch, and the cause of high 
education will certainly suffer. 


Under the scheme English literature, history and mathematics will be 
taught as at present, but surveying, mensurstion, chemistry and physics will 
be taught in place of Sanskrit and Bengali. From the eighth to the fifth 
class, Bengali will be the principal language, and English will be the unimport- 
aut second language that Bengali or Sanskrit is at present. The boys in the 
above classes will be taught every subject through the medium of Bengali. 
This progee has our hearty support. But Bengali or Sanskrit will be entirel 
excluded from the curriculum of the higher classes. It is clear what the Bengali 
language and literature will come to if this scheme is carried out. In England, 


vifurcation of studies on the plan proposed here has produced good results, 
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use the language of England is a highly developed language. Not so 
the language I tan. which has yet to be developed. 

If it was necessary to sacrifice any portion of the present curriculum in 
order to make room for geometry, mensuration, or science, it is history which 
ought to have been sacrificed. Any subject that is taught ought to be taught 
thoroughly ; and as Bengali forms a part of the curriculum of the lower classes, 
either that language or Sanskrit ought to have been continued up to the 
Entrance class. History has no essential connection with either a commercial 
or an engineering training. But the absence of Bengali from the curriculum 
will do harm to the language of the province. 

As the scheme now stands, there will be three branches of study in the high 
schools—a literary branch, an engineering branch, and a commercial branch. 
From the literary branch, boys will enter the Arts Colleges ; from the engineer- 
ing branch, they will go to the Engineering Colleges: but no provision has 
been made for completing the education of those who shall choose the conn- 
mercial branch. ‘lhe only provision made for them is that if they pass the 
Entrance examination, they will have the opportunity of learning book- 
keeping, type-writing, and shorthand-writing in the. classes which will be 
opened for them in the Arts Colleges. The commercial training institutions in 
France, Belgium,:and Germany, however, give a wider and deeper training 
to their pupils. Mr. Pedler’s scheme is far from being perfect. 

The present system of education will be completely revolutionised by the 
new schemes which have been proposed by Mr. Pedler in regard to primary, 
middle and secondary education within a period of two years after his assump- 
tion of the reins of the Education Department. Much good will, without 
doubt, be done in several particulars: for instance, a career will be opened to 
those who now curse their Jot for not succeeding at the Entrance examination ; 
but that much harm will also be done we have attempted to show above, and 
will attempt to show in future issues. 

23, The same paper says that the majority of the rules framed by the 
Madras Government for the guidance of school- 
boys in that Presidency are calculated to have a 
wholesome effect on the formation of the boys’ 
character, There can be no difference of opinion as to the advisability of 
teaching manners and etiquette to schoolboys and inculcating upon them the 
necessity of showing due respect to parents and other persons who ought to be 
respected. ‘lwo of the rules, however, have greatly astonished us. One of 
them forbids boys who do not wear English dress to come to school with 
shoes on, and forbids the use of any other than shoes of English pattern. Is 
not this rule an instance of zu/m and zubberdust? What fault have native dress 
and native shoes committed that they should be thus proscribed? How man 
mes in this country can afford to buy English shoes and English dresses ? 

hould people who are unable to buy English shoes not wear shoes at all? 
Schools are not the courts of kings and princes where strict etiquette should be 
observed in the matter of dress ! ; 

Another rule forbids schoolboys to join any political movement against 
the Government. It seems to be the intention of this rule to dissuade school- 
boys from joining any political movement. It will prevent them from serving 
as volunteers at the sittings of the National Congress, because it will be difficult 
to decide what movement is opposed to the Government and what movement 
is not. It is to be feared that these rules will, in course of time, be made 
applicable to all India. People believed Sir Arthur Havelock to be a Liberal, 
but they are now disabused. India has again faJlen on evil days, 

24, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th April has the following on the 
bifurcation of studies in the Entrance schools :— 
‘ee It is true that the Government has been actuated 
Ley good motives in introducing this reform, but it has committed a mistake. 

ot much Bengali and Sanskrit is taught in our schools, and it was therefore 
once proposed to introduce Bengali in the curriculum of the F. A. examination. 
It wiil not, therefore, be advisable to practically abolish the study of Bengali 
oe ee from the Entrance schools. Moreover, if it is uot neceesary to 
—. 18 at and geography in the engineering classes, what is the use of 
ing these subjects to the students who would prepare themselves for 
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clerkships in mercantile offices? G phy is taught in the lower classes of 
our schools, and Bengali will be more profitabiy taught in place of geography 
in the first and second classes of the Entrance schools. Of what use, again, 1s 
geometry likely to be to those who would pursue industrial occupations ? 
It is hoped that the Government will revise the bifurcation scheme in the light 
of these queries and suggestions. The burden of text-books which is now-a- 
days placed on the shoulders of students ruins their health and impairs their 
intellect. Let this burden be lightened, and let only useful subjects be taught, 
25. The Saraswat Patra [Dacca] of the 14th April approves of the new 
scheme of bifurcation of studies in the Entrance 
The bifurcation of studies in the schools, The Government of Sir John Woodburn 
—e has earned the gratitude of the people by intro- 
ducing this educational reform. ‘The curricu'um for the industrial schools 
should be carefully prepared. 
26. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th April has the following :— 
Te | It is true that Indian youths are receiving a 
Technical education in Indian Jarge raeasure of English education, but most of 
tie! them, after leaving their schools and colleges, fail to 
earn a livelihood. This may be attributed to the want of technical education 
in the country. The people of India have begun to appreciate the value of 
science and industries, If, therefore, technical education receives encourage- 
ment in some shape or other, it is sure to occupy a high place in India. It is 
a matter of gratification that the present Government has directed its attention 
to the question of technical education in India. In fact, this question has long 
been under the consideration of the Government of India. In the opinion of 
the Education Commission of 1883, Indian poverty will not be removed so long 
as the Indian people are not given a technical education. Mr. Pedler, Director 
of Pubiic Instruction, Bengal, strongly supports the introduction of technical 
education in his letter to the Government on the subject, It is to be hoped 
that the Government will soon introduce it in our schools. 


(e)— Loca? Self-Government and Municipal Admintsiration. 


27. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 6th April complains that a Muni- 

a at _ cipal Commissioner of the town having failed to pay 

a Unicipal Commissioner fail- the municipal tax in due time, his property had to 

ee ee ee be attached forthe realisation of the municipal dues. 

It is strange that a man who is too poor to pay the municipal rates, or is not 

conscientious enough to pay them in due course, should have been elected a 
Municipal Commissioner. 

28. The same paper does not approve of the Government nominations to 
the Chittagong Municipality. The District Magis- 
trate and Collector has not been well advised in re- 
nominating the old nominated Commissioners, 
Nominated Commissioners like Nityananda and Durgadas Babus would do credit 
to any Municipal Board, But there are someamong the nominated Commis- 
sioners who rarelyattend the municipal meeting:. They ought not to have been 
re-nominated. Nagendra Babu very ably and faithfully served the rate-payers 
as a Commissioner of the outgoing Board. He has failed to be elected, and 
the Magistrate ought to have nominated him in recognition of his past 
services. : : 

29. The Hitakart [Kushtia | of the 11th April complains that the water of 

atank in village Muliati near Kumarkhali, in the 

Node gouing of a tank in the Nadia district, is being fouled by some of the 

leading residents of the village who have kept 

their boats steeped in the tank. It is hoped that the authorities will remove 
the grievance of the villages. 

30. The Basumuti [Calcutta] of the 12th April writes as follows :— 

The new Corporation is just as it was expected 
to be; it is essentially European. There ought 
to be British ascendency in the metropolis of British India, and we would 
have been highly satisfied if we had been told this plainly. Wo are a nation 
of slaves, and our duty is to serve our English masters. The Government 
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wants us to serve it slavishly, and we are bound to serve it in this way. This 
being the case, hollow courtesy does not please us. Mr. Bright, the Chairman 
of the Calcutta Municipality, delivered a very sweet and courteous speech at the 
first meeting of the new Municipal Commissioners. This speech led us to 
think that Mr. Bright was only taunting us with courteous words, with cold and 
heartless formality. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


831. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta ] of the 
11th April has the following :— 

For the last few months we have been writin 
about the sufferings of the raiyats in Naruamutha 
and some other parganas in the khas mahal in the Contai subdivision of the 
Midnapore district. The que pargana, which adjoins the khas mahal 
estates and belongs to the Burdwan Raj, is at present under the manage- 
ment of the Court of Wards, and is also ina deplorable condition, Like 
khas mahal estates, it possesses no satisfactory drainage system, and the crops 
are therefore destroyed. Following the practice obtaining in the khas mahal, 
arrears of rent in Sujamutha are realised by the certificate process. When 
Mr, Bright was the Collector of Midnapore, he wanted to realise interest on 
arrears of rent both in the khas mahal and the estate under the Court of Wards, 
The Board of Revenue disallowed his proposal in respect of the khas mahal, 
but his proposal was carried out in respect of the Ward’s estate, The raiyats 
of the Sujamutha pargana had never before paid any interst on arrears of 
rent. But, according to our correspondent, the pargana paid about twenty 
thousand rupees as interest last year. The rate of rent in this pargana is in 
some places double the khas mahal rate and in some places higher, It is 
impossible for the poor raiyats to pay rents at such a high rate, with interest 
added to it at 25 per cent, In the cases in which certificates are filed the 
raiyats have to pay; over and above rent and interest, court-fees at the rate of 
74 per cent. and mukhtars’ fees, The total amount which a defaulting raiyat 
has thus to pay is 50 per cent. more than the original rent. He has there- 
fore to sel] his lands, and in many cases even his dwelling-house, to satisfy 
the Collector’s demand. Many raiyats have in this manner become houseless. 
According to our correspondent, the tenures which are being sold for arrears of 
rents are being purchased by the estate. oe for leases of the lands 
made by the raiyats are being rejected, and the lands are being leased out to 
the inferior officers of the estates either in their own names or benami. 

If the correspondent’s statements be true, the management of the estate is 
a reproach to the Burdwan Raj. It is hoped Raja Ban Bihari Kapur, the 


able Manager ot the Raj, will take pity on the Sujamutha raivats and remove 
their grievances, | 


The Sujamutha pargana in the 
Midnapore district. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


$2, The Hitakart | Kushtia] of the 11th April suggests that a local train 


7 : should run from Goalundo to Poradah on the 
ered ais _— Eastern Bengal State Railway, so as to catch the 
Assam mail which reaches Poradah in the morning, A local up-train should 


also run between Poradah and Goalundo vid Jagati a few minutes after the 
15 up-mail train reaches the former station, This will enable passengers, who 
fail to avail themselves of the 7 up-mail train from Sealdah, to go to Goalundo 
earlier than at present, There is no local train from Jagati to Goalundo after 
the 7 up-mail train. This causes great inconvenience to those who have to go 
to Kushtia on business, The “Chittagung express’’ which leaves Sealdah later 
than No, 1 up-train, reaches Goalundo earlier, and goes direct to Rajbari vid 
Kushtia without stopping at the intermediate stations. If “1 up” runs from 
Kushtia to Rajbari after the -express leaves the former station, passengers 
willing to stop at any intermediate stations between Kushtia and Rajbari may 
avail themselves of the express train, 
The same popes complains that there is no waiting room for female 
ngers at the Kumarkhali station on the Eastern Bengal State Railwav. 
he Kumarkhali station yields a larger revenue than many stations which have 
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waiting rooms for female passengers, The attention of the late Traffic Super- 
intendent was drawn to this matter, but nothing has since been done to remove 
the grievance. : | 
35. The Sri SriVishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairtka awe ge of the 11th 
. : April says that a letter was addressed to the autho- 
pone case of the Ticket-collector ities of the Eastern Bengal State Railway in 
reference to the Ticket-collector Robertson (see 
Report on Native Papers for 7th April, paragraph 38), and the following reply 
was received :— 


E. B. S. Railway.—T raffic Superintendent’s Office. 
Dated Calcutta, No. G, 809-8 4th April 1900. 
To the Editor, 
‘6 Ananda Bazar Patrika,” 
37 Horolall Mitter’s Lane. 
Deak Sir, 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th March, 
enclosing a copy of the Ananda Bazar Pairtka of the 28th. 

If you have personally experienced any ill-treatment at the hands of the 
railway staff at Sealdah or elsewhere on the E, B.S. Railway and will represent 
the facts to me, I will give your complaint attention and will have enquiries 
instituted into it. I am not prepared, however, to convey any information to 
you of the action I take on the complaints of others. 


Yours faithfully, 


Offg. Trafic Superintendent. 


The Railway Department is not the khas kamra of the old Nawabi régime, 
and the Railway authorities should always carefully consult the comfort and 
convenience of the public. The public may be alarmed if those authorities 
refuse to listen to complaints of oppressions committed by inferior geen | 
employés. Newspapers remove public ignorance by bringing out facts whic 
would not otherwise come out. Those Railway officers and employés who 
refuse to listen to the advice of the press should therefore be at once removed 
from their responsible positions. In the present case it was the duty of the 
Traffic Superintendent to let the public know, through the medium of the press, 
what action was taken against the high-handed ticket-collector. But he has 
refused to supply any information on the point. But would he be able to act 
with such recklessness when he will be called upon to fully explain the matter ? 

The letter clearly shows that the Railway authorities are not willing to let 
the public see the report of the investigation, because the investigation was not 
held in the manner it should have been made. Babu Suresh Chandra, who 
brought the oppression to the notice of the authorities, is an educated man 
and the witnesses he cited are old respectable men, Surely the public will not 
think well: of the authorities for their disbelieving such respectable men and 
believing a common Eurasian. Suresh Babu should bring the matter to the 
notice of the Bengal Government, and the latter should order a special enquiry 
into the matter. we 

34. A correspondent complains in the Hitavads( Calcutta] of the 13th April 

+ sila aaa of the conduct of the booking clerk at the Dacca 

station on the Dacca-Mymensingh Railway. The 
correspondent was bound for Bajrajogini. He purchased four tickets. He 
paid the booking clerk one rupee iad waited for the change. After making 
great delay and abusing the correspondent, the booking clerk refunded the 


balance. 
ae (h)— General. 
35, The Hinds Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 9th April has the following :— 
Siehiuiaittt saan alan O Lord Curzon! O Sir John Woodburn! Ma 


God grant you long life! When plague first broke 
out in Calcutta, we were painfully aware of the havoc caused the epidemic 
in Bombay. At that time, Sir John Woodburn, you siecle’ 


us by saying 
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at you would not in any way put the people of (Calcutta to trouble. You 
falflled your promise: von have piso kindly directed the authorities to treat 
with leniency those people of Bihar who wére charged with assaulting the 

lague officers. Your lenient polic has saved the dead bodies of the Hindus 
from being roughly handled, and the living men from being oppressed, 
But for your mild measures, Calcutta would have been a deserted place. 

We now beg to draw your attention to the insufficiency of the plague 
inspecting staff at the Howrah station, and owing to which the third and 
intermediate class passengers are put to great inconvenience. We pray your 
Honour to increase the number of plague inspecting officers at that station 
for the convenience of these classes of passengers. 

36. The Basumati [Calcutta} of the 12th April writes as follows with 
reference to the budget discussion in the Bengal 
Legislative Council :— | 

Such discussion is useless. The Government is the sole custodian of the 
public revenue, and it can spend it in any way itlikes. ‘Thereis no spot in this 
country which does not suffer from malaria and water-scarcity, but nothing has 
been done within the last forty years to remove these grievances. You may 
cover a diseased body with rich garments, but this will not please the patient, 
What has the Government done to improve the health of the people? 

87. A correspondent complains in the Hitavadi [| Calcutta} of the 13th 

April that the villages of Baidyapur, Mirhat, 

ee Amadabad, Patilpara, Jamua, Tola, Tala, Bahark- 

huli, Sahmi, and Balaldighi, in the Burdwan district, are not regularly served 

by the post office. Letters are often delivered very late, as the postal peon has 
to serve too many villages and cannot help serving the villages late. 

388. The Bharat Mitra :Calcutta| of the 16th April has heard that 
Sir Jobn Woodburn has postponed his visit to 
Darjeeling till plague has disappeared from 
Calcutta. In fact, a good ruler feels it his bounden 
duty to sympathise with his subjects in their weal as well as in their woe. How 
can a ruler bring himself to breathe the cool air of the summer retreat, leaving 
his subjects to die of plague? 


The budget in the Bengal Council. 


Postponement of the Licutenant- 
Governor's visit to Darjeeling. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


39. The Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 13th April writes as follows :— 

site Those who are nursed in the lap of luxury 
and spend their time in serving the Government 
are not expected to realise the excruciating pain which is caused by starvation. 
Famine has, so to say, now become a constant companion of the Indian people. 
This year famine has, asthe Goverment has already admitted, assumed a 
serious aspect. The Government is trying its best to relieve the distress, and 
the Indian Chiefs and the charitable public have also liberally contributed to 
the famine fund. Still many are dying from starvation. A gentleman who 
has gone from Calcutta to Rajputana has witnessed heartrending scenes of 
distress. He has secn people reduced to skeletons, dying by the side of wells 
and roads! He has seen starving mothers depriving even their children of the 
food doled out in the relief kitchen! He has seen moving skeletons on the 
public streets, and hungry babies sucking in vain the breasts of their starving 
mother! All this is no imaginary description. The Government has now fully 
realised that it is not ina spay to cope with the famine without outside 
help. It has therefore appealed to America, Ceylon, and Australia for contribu- 
tions. Yet Lord George Humilton said, in reply to Sir William Wedderburn’s 
motion, that India was in a position to tide over the difficulty without any grant 
from the British Exchequer. Sir William Wedderburn’s proposal for the 
appointment of a Commission to enquire into the causes of the famine has also 
been rejected, 

The investment of a few thousand British soldiers at Ladysmith threw the 
British people into a panic, but the starvation of hundreds and thousands of 
pecee in India has not caused the British people any very great anxiety. 

rd George Hamilton, lolling in luxury, may not feel for the starving millions 
of India; but why did not the officials ‘in India acquaint him with the true 
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state of things in the country? The officials will know that a grant from the 
British Exchequer or the appointment of a Commission may lead to revelations. 


VI.—MIsScELLANEOUS. ys. 


40. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th April writes as follows :— 

e John Weodburn’s kind Sir John Woodburn is amiability itself. In the 
ae OED AIDS egaree of the speech on the occasion of the prize 
distribution to the boys of the Kalighat school, the Lieutenant-Governor 
related a story. One day Sir John was riding through a Kalighat street when 
he met a Bengali gentleman looking earnestly at him. His Honour at once 
perceived that the gentleman wanted to speak something to him. Being asked 
to say what he had to say, the gouge said that when Sir John was the 
Deputy Commissioner of Fyzabad his father was his Head-clerk. His Honour 
was very glad to see his late Head-clerk’s son, and being told that he had 
founded a school, at once agreed to distribute prizes to the students of the 
school. An Englishman who can remember a native who served him thirty 
years ago and tuke interest in his son’s welfare is entitled to our respect, and 
when this Englishman is the Lieutenant-Governor himself, we are naturally 
led to worship him, 

41. The Prativast [Calcutta] of the 16th April likens the presidential 
is Geta ty speech at the last Berigal Provincial Conference 
fone ett rovimeial “on tothe “ pryings into the mystenes of heaven” of 
the astrologer in the A’sops fables. The 

picture of an astrologer looking up to the stars is given with the following 
quotations: ‘“‘My good man, while you are trying to pry into the myste ries of 
heaven, you overlook the common objects that are under your feet.” Then 

come the following comments :— , 

How long will our leaders and patriots go on gazing at the stars like the 
astrologer in the Ausops fables? The country for whose welfare they always 


seem to be gazing at the firmament is about to fall into the abyss of ruin and — 


destruction. From our house in College Street we are continually hearing the 
cry of people bearing dead bodies to the cremation ground; but in his inaugural 
ne’ Po at the last Bengal Provincial Conference, the President discussed the 
jury system, local self-government, and police reform. What inconsistency! 
What indifference to questions of pressing interest ] 


Urryva Papers. 


42. The Sambelpur Hitaishint (Bamra) of the 28th March strongly 
recommends the abolition of capital punishment 
in India, mainly on the ground that it is a barbaric 
relic of the past and cannot as such be counten- 
anced by the humane principles of social polity. 

43. The same paper is sorry to notice thut out of 40 lakhs of cattle in 
Gurjat about 20 lakhs have perished, while the 
roads and streets in that province being covered 
with their bones present a grim spectacle to every passer-by. The writer 
exhorts the public and the Government to do something to preserve the lives 
of the remaining cattle. 

44, The same paper bas strong prejudices against the gold currency, and 

observes that gold, silver or any other coin must 
not be forced on the people in any way, but left 


The question of eapital punis},. 
ment in India. 


Cattle mortality in G-urjat. 


The gold eurrency. 


to their free choice. 


45. The same paper is sorry to learn that cholera and small-pox are 
Cholera and small-porin Sam- raging virulently in Sambalpur town, and that this 
balpur town. state of things has been brought about by the pre- 
sence of a large number of famished men and women in the town, who live in 
an unclean state and carry with them the germs of various diseases. As they do 
not belong tothe town, and have flocked there from the neighbouring tracts 
in F aagy Wee food — pun rd a oa the municipal authoritics to 
ation them in a place outside the town, giving alms to the helples . 
ing the able-bodied in relief-works. es ee ee 
_ 46. Referring to the munificent {donation of the Maharaja of Jeypore to 


Jeypore’s contribution to the relieve the distress of the famished, the Uriya and 
Pamine Fund. Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 28th March commends 
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the example to the notice of the Indian public, and exhorts other rich members 
of the Indian society to come forward with their quota of help withont 
any delay. 

. 47 “ The same paper notices the death of the late Sir Willam Lockhart 
rae with regret, and observes that the Indian army have 

The late Sir William Lockhart. = Jost not only a gallant suldier but a sincere friend, 
whose services it will be very difficult for them to forget. 

48. The Samradvahika (Balasore) of the 29th March regrets to state that the 

The state of the rabi cropin 1@6t crop in the Bhadrak subdivision of the Balasore 

the hadrak subdivision. district 1s dying out through want of rain water. 
49. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 30th March learns from its correspon- 
ieee: of i ., dent that the canal authorities have made no fe 
rry arrangemen ; . 

ina certain portion of the Patta arrangements for crossing the Patta Mundai Canal 
Muadai Canal. between the 19th and the 20th mile, and that 
this has put the residents of Ramchandrapur, Chaipal, Arang, Malihata 
Kaliaati, Kagsarpur, and other neighbouring villages to the greatest incon- 
venience. ‘The boat that is at Chaipal is said to be so disabled that it can hardly 
carry five passengers at a time. Jt is further reported to have sunk in the 
water once or twice. The writer hopes that the local authorities will look 
after this inconvenience and remove it at once. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI 'l’RANSLATOR'S ()FFICE, 


The 21st April 1900. 
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